
ENGLISH 12: HONORS MODERN VOICES 
Summer Reading and Note-taking assignment for The Hours 

Please obtain a copy of The Hours by Michael Cunningham. We recommend purchasing the text, if possible, as it 
allows for active reading and we will continue to use it throughout the first month of school.  Within the first month of 
school, students will craft a literary analysis essay supported with quotations and personal analysis.  

 
ISBN-13: 978-0312243029   Publisher:   Picador   Pages: 240 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
As you read The Hours, take careful notes on separate paper and, ideally, in your own purchased copy of the novel.  
Prior to the start of the year, you need to formalize your notes into a typed document. A double-entry journal is acceptable.   
 
Your book and notes will be used on the first day of class and subsequent days. You will also submit your notes to Turnitin. 
Notes without page numbers will not be accepted. Any suggestion of use of supplemental resources (aka SparkNotes), will 
result in a referral for a violation of the code of conduct, contact to the National Honor Society, and a discussion about your 
honesty and integrity. Students who transfer into the course will need to complete this assignment.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Notes must meet all of the requirements below in order to be accepted: 
' Typed – printed copy due first day of school and then to be submitted to Turnitin.com 
' must include a minimum of 25 direct quotations (cited with page numbers). 
' Must address the entirety of the novel (beginning, middle, end) 
' Must address all topics below; please clearly label your notes to reflect the topics.  

Literary Elements: Below are FOCUS points for your analysis.  To help guide your analysis, you should be thinking 
about literary terms or devices to pair with your thinking  

x Trace Virginia Woolf’s character throughout the novel. 
o This requires multiple quotations from the entire text. 

x Trace Mrs. Brown’s character throughout the novel. 
o This requires multiple quotations from the entire text. 

x Trace Clarissa Vaughan’s character throughout the novel. 
o This requires multiple quotations from the entire text. 

Thematic Concepts 
x Societal Roles & Restrictions 
x Gender Roles & Expectations 
x The impact of the past on the present. 
x The importance of the creative process 

x The separation of the inner self from the outer 
self the world sees. 

x Power of Regret 

Sample Entry: 

Pg # Topic  Direct quotation Analysis  

12 Clarissa’s 
character 

“Still, this indiscriminate love feels 
entirely serious to her, as if everything 
in the world is a vast, inscrutable 
intention and everything in the world 
has its own secret name, a name that 
cannot be conveyed in language but is 
simply the sight and feel of the thing 
itself.” (Cunningham 12) 

This introduction of Clarissa Dalloway portrays her character as 
independent and observant. She almost feels guilty that she 
appreciates the simplicity in the world around her, but she still stays 
true to her beliefs.  Her sexuality suggests that she is not afraid to 
stray away from norms as an independent woman, and she continues 
to be overly-conscious of the people and environment around her.  
 
 
 

20 Gender 
Roles 

“…how much more hardworking and 
socially responsible, how much more 
dramatically underpaid, does she need 
to be?” (Cunningham 20) 

This glaring question provides further insight into Sally’s character 
and treatment of women during the story’s time period. Although 
Sally is a successful woman in society as a writer and community 
member, Clarissa still demonstrates frustration with her rewards. 
Robert dislikes Sally, (perhaps for being Clarissa’s partner) but the 
scene shows that women are still treated unfairly in society, placed 
lower than men in equally powerful roles. 


